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Bombay. At Kaira there was an unexpected shortage of
crops. It was the unwritten rule of revenue assessment
that when the crop did not come up to a quarter of the
full harvest, the rent payable to government was sus-
pended for the year. The dispute at Kaira was about the
quantity of the crop. The government alleged the crop
was above the quarter mark. The peasants claimed it
was not. Once again Gandhi was on the scene and again
it wras he who triumphed.
But Kaira had a massive, moral significance. It was
the first rural and mass challenge to authority. For the
first time the peasant had dared to question the govern-
ment's assessment of the quantity of the crop. Hitherto,
the government's decision was always final and irre-
vocable. The peasant could only represent his case by
petition but that seldom achieved any results. The gov-
ernment would promise to look into it more carefully
the next time but that was all. The particular assess-
ment would stand. The peasant had to pay his rent or
quit.
To understand how important these seemingly in-
significant incidents were to India one has to bear in
mind that India lives chiefly on the land. To the major-
ity of the 400,000,000 the land is a religion. It means
food, clothing and security. Even God dare not come to
the poor, Gandhi once said, except in the shape of
bread. To village-India the land is both God and bread.
To work on the land was to work in the service of
God. To pay rents and taxes, as have been paid for
centuries, was as sacred a rite as going to the temple or
the mosque.
The villages of India once lived a peaceful, placid life.
The affairs of the big cities 'had never been their con-
cern. The people of the village were like one family,